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T

Campus

e’re happy to learn

that the merry out-
door burning of couches
and furniture in and
around the Baylor Uni-
versity neighborhood has
not yet reached epidemic
levels. Even so, these oc-
casional celebratory acts
symbolize much of what’s
wrong with higher educa-
tion today: the failure by
some students to realize
college is a time to mature,
a time to expand one’s
knowledge and even civic
involvement — not to en-
gage in silly, criminally
destructive pursuits.

Tribune-Herald staff
writer Jessica Chia’s re-
port on just such an act in
the wake of victory by the
Dallas Mavericks included
comments from students
describing such activities
as “just really an expres-
sion of excitement.” One
referred to burning other
people’s furniture in the
streets as “just for fun.”
Yet, at a time of econom-

ic stress for most Ameri-
cans, when higher educa-
tion is increasingly under

stupidity

assault both at public and
private universities across
Texas, at a time when Bay-
lor President Ken Starr
has vigorously sought to
save Tuition Equalization
Grants from state cuts and
garner money from donors
for scholarships, it’s irre-
sponsible to engage in such
acts as destroying the prop-
erty of others. Even if we
weren’t in a drought, such
actions risk triggering
fires that could cause loss
of life and property.

The years one spends in
college have always been
viewed as a time of redis-
covery, hard work and,
yes, some jubilation before
one greets the grim chal-
lenges of an increasingly
competitive world.

Alas, too many students
have seen too many juve-
nile films celebrating van-
dalism, anarchy and utter
immaturity, all “just for
fun.” In following suit in
real life, such students on-
1y fuel the nagging skepti-
cism that others well along
in years voice about those
set to inherit the earth.




