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Valerie Citrano, 52, of Waco, noticed
a comment on a post about her elemen-
tary school — Crestview Elementary
— by a woman who said her late grand-
father was the custodian there, and was
able to contact the woman with stories
about her grandfather.

“I've been able to share those sto-
ries with her, with her mother, and
now we're friends. It’s really touching.
That’s the best thing that came out of
this,” Citrano said.

The group also functions as a tie to
long-forgotten roots for those who once
lived in Waco but no longer call it home.

Ellen Grabsky, 53, grew up in Waco,
but now lives in Dallas.

“I remember when our parents were
talking about the good old days,” she
said. “We thought they were so old.
Well, now that’s us. I haven’t lived in
Waco for many years, but this group,
somehow it's brought out the things
I liked best about it, and brought me
to this place where I remember it as a
oreat place.”

Loutherback said one man in the
group has an office in Iran, but grew up
1 Waco and has used the group to re-
connect with his Texas hometown.

i"or individuals newer to the communi-
tv, 1t serves as a lesson in local history.

“It’'s been Kkind of educational for
these younger people. That’s what’s

fun about it, when someone looks at it
and says, I did not know that happened
here,” Loutherback said.

Above all, the group serves up a large
helping of nostalgia.

“It’s kind of amazing because when
youre my age, those are the things
that stay in your mind forever,” Grab-
sky said. “We all want to remember
back then. It brings you back to a really
peaceful, innocent time.”

Financial crisis a factor

Dr. Kyle Irwin, Baylor University as-
sistant professor of sociology, who spe-
cializes in social psychology, said the
financial crisis the country is experi-
encing is a factor in the success of the
nostalgia-driven group.

“When things aren’t going so great, we
might be motivated to reminisce about
when things were better or at least when
things were simpler,” Irwin said.

Irwin said the group also may meet
people’s needs for identity and belong-
ing.

“When we face a crisis of any sort — a
financial crisis, a job crisis, whatever
it might be — we’re motivated to think
about really deep questions about our
identity,” he said.

“This group breaks through the su-
perficiality of most Facebook relation-
ships because it focuses on identity. A
group of people remembering positive
things gives us a good picture of who we
are and where we’ve been.”

Although Irwin said members may
find meaningful interaction in the group,
he was uncertain about its future.

Group meeting

Members of the “You might be from
Waco if you remember ...” Facebook
page are invited to bring any old relics,
photos or just memories to a meet-and-
greet from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Thursday at
Poppa Rollo’s Pizza, 703 North Valley
Mills Drive. |

The meeting will be in the Outback
room, a building behind the main
restaurant. The cost is $7 for pizza and
water or tea. There will also be a cash

bar.

“It seems like members as part of
their membership are making memo-
ries and reliving memories, so it’s al-
ways relevant,” Irwin said.

“It can tap into the things we like
about groups, but there are limitations.
I'm not sure it will stand the test. For
any group to have any sort of vitality,
though, this is a great way to do it — by
thinking about the good things.”

Devoted group members like Citrano
and Loutherback plan to get past those
limitations and take their newfound
network out of cyberspace and into the
real world Thursday with a “Big Waco
Bash” at Poppa Rollo’s Pizza, where
Citrano has reserved a room for group
members to get together and share
memories face to face.

“Even if there’s only a few people that
show up, i1t’ll be interesting,¥ Citrano
said.

jchia@wacotrib.com
757-5734
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